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Rawhi BawaB
The owner of Al Ein Taxi’s right hand man 

takes a road trip from Al Bireh to 
the villages of Palestine
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route 
Al Bireh to Jaba’ via Kafr ’Aqab 

 – Palestine

fare 
15 shekels per passenger
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How long have you been driving a taxi?
I started out in 1997 with a service minivan 
driving on the route from Qalandiya to 
Bethlehem. I did that for 10 years before  
I decided to work at a private taxi company, 
Al Ein Taxi, in Ramallah. It’s much more 
interesting. The routes are different every day. 

What car do you drive?
A Škoda. Most taxi drivers in Ramallah have 
Škodas. But mine is somewhat new. It’s quite 
special. You get to click all these buttons 
to check exactly when you filled up your 
tank last and how many more kilometres 
you can go. 

What’s your usual route? 
I wouldn’t be doing this if there was a usual 
route. Al Ein Taxi is used every working day 
by architects at the Riwaq office in El Bireh 
to go to villages they’re renovating. The 
reason I enjoy giving them rides is that they 
take me to all these strange places. Historic 

I know every inch of Palestine. I know 
every village, every street, every pothole

RAwhI BAwAB

villages, quiet streets, forgotten spaces. I was 
sick of driving on the same route every day.

Often I go from Riwaq to Jaba’ through 
Kafr ’Aqab and the Qalandiya checkpoint. 
Maybe I’ll make it even longer and go 
through some of the other villages like 
Al Jib. Right now it’s a beautiful time of  
the year to go on a long journey. 

The roads to the villages must be  
quite beautiful. 
I already knew these routes – I know every 
inch of Palestine. I know every village,  
every street, every pothole. But I prefer going  
on these longer journeys than just doing  
a pick up and drop off downtown. I like to 
turn my music on and just drive. In Ramallah 
traffic, you can’t listen to music because 
everyone honks at you. Here there’s fresh 
air, and time to think. Breaking the Ramallah 
routine as a taxi driver is very important. 
Sometimes I go to a random village just  
to get my car washed.

01 A mosque in Qalandiya where Rawhi Bawab regularly
stops to pray when en route to Jaba’

02 Bawab and his colleague Mohammad act out scenes
from ‘The Smurfs’ in Egyptian Arabic on the walkie talkie 
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How do you pass the time on long drives?
Mohammad, one of my colleagues, likes  
to entertain us. He pretends to be a character 
from ‘The Smurfs’ in Egyptian Arabic on the 
taxi walkie talkie.

What are your typical working hours? 
I usually work from 7am to 11pm with random 
time off in between. But when there’s no one 
at the office, the phone calls are transferred 
to my mobile phone directly. This sometimes 
means a 1am ride in the middle of the week. 
Honestly, I don’t mind that. I’m the taxi 
company owner’s right hand man. I highly 
respect this man – without him I wouldn’t be 
working here. I may never have even become 
a taxi driver without him.

How do you usually get customers? 
We get phone calls from clients most  
of the time. The whole city of Ramallah 
knows our phone number by heart – we’re  
a very popular taxi office. Many organisations 
and offices other than Riwaq use our guys.  
We also pick people up from the street.  
You’re talking about Ramallah. Specific 
taxi pick up spots don’t exist. They’re all 
organically formed. Over time people realised 
that Al Bireh roundabout was a good stop  
to find a taxi, for example. These things just  
happen naturally.

What’s the standard fare in Ramallah? 
It’s usually 15 shekels. This is a known fact  
in Ramallah. Last week a lady called the office 
at 6.20am but no one picked up. Two minutes 
later, I received a call on my mobile phone 
from the same woman, who continued to call 
29 times in the five minutes it took me to pick 
her up. When I arrived she even tried to pay 
only 10 shekels. I’ve been at Al Ein Taxi for six 
years and we’ve never received a complaint 
call about me once, except from her last week. 

What stops do you make while you’re  
on duty? 
Especially during Ramadan, I stop at  
a mosque wherever I am when it’s the right 
time to pray. Even if I’m on a long journey 
somewhere I’m happy to stop at a mosque  
I don’t know. Here we feel that mosques are 
open to the public, you don’t have to be from 
that village to go pray there. 

What do you like about the job?
Driving a taxi gives me a sort of freedom. 
Although our streets are so insane, it’s 
still better than sitting in a room all day.  
I enjoy the strange characters on the streets,  
the endless potholes, the reckless driving 
and the loud music blasting from every car.  
I would go absolutely crazy if I had to work  
from a quiet office all day.
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03 Architects from Riwaq regularly ride with Bawab to Jaba’,
a village north of Jerusalem, to carry out field work 

04 A shepherd herds goats through the village of Kafr ’Aqab
 in East Jerusalem, two kilometres out of Ramallah 
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